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pitara, to join in the banquet. With a clear voice he called:
" Kakf/ Kaki/ Grandfather! Grandfather!" followed by the for-
mula of invitation. Then he took his seat again at the head of
the council, by the side of the little raised wooden throne dedi-
cated to the village forefathers. Then everybody relaxed, break-
ing the tense silence; they discussed village affairs, the improve-
ments of the temple, the coming feast, and gossiped for a while
before wrapping the remaining rice in banana leaves to take
home.

The ceremony was a clear example of the religious significance
of the social organization of the village; the close relationship
between the cult of the ancestors and the administration of the
community. A Balinese village is a self-contained, independent
community, a little republic ruled by a council of representative
villagers (Jcrama desa), in which everyone has equal rights and
obligations. The independent village is called a desa, a term we
shall employ to designate the legal, " complete " village that has
the three reglementary temples: (i) the civil temple (puradesa),
where the main celebrations are held and where the bale agung is
located; (2) the temple of " origin " (pura puseh, the " navel"),
the ancient shrine of the earlier days of the community, dedicated
to the symbolical patriarch-founder of the village; and (3) the
temple of the dead (pura dalem), out in the cemetery.

Such a village is economically and politically independent of
all others, except for a curious relation of blood. It often happens
that various neighbouring villages are united by a strong bond
into an association of related villages which worship a common
original ancestor and with a common temple of " origin/' located
in the oldest village of the group, which they recognize as a
" head " or " mother" village. From this it is supposed that the
other villages sprung, and when they grew became independent.
Such village associations co-operate with one another by sending
offerings and representatives to the temple feasts of the other
desas.

Just as the temple of origin is the shrine of the Great Ances-